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(2) A reasonable expectation of an 
imminent loss of a substantial due 
process right; or 

(3) An urgent need to inform the pub-
lic about an actual or alleged Federal 
government activity (this last cri-
terion applies only to those requests 
made by a person primarily engaged in 
disseminating information to the pub-
lic). 

(b) NARA can expedite requests, or 
segments of requests, only for records 
over which we have control. If NARA 
must refer a request to another agency, 
we will so inform you and suggest that 
you seek expedited review from that 
agency. We cannot expedite requests 
for Presidential records or shorten the 
30-day Presidential notification period.

§ 1250.30 How do I request expedited 
processing? 

You must submit a statement, cer-
tified to be true and correct to the best 
of your knowledge, explaining the basis 
of your need for expedited processing. 
All such requests must be sent to the 
appropriate official at the address list-
ed in § 1250.22. You may request expe-
dited processing when you first request 
records or at any time during our proc-
essing of your request.

§ 1250.32 How quickly will NARA proc-
ess an expedited request? 

We will respond to you within 10 days 
of our receipt of your request for expe-
dited processing. If we grant your re-
quest, the NARA office responsible for 
the review of the requested records will 
process your request as quickly as pos-
sible. If we deny your request for expe-

dited processing and you decide to ap-
peal our denial, we will also expedite 
our review of your appeal.

§ 1250.34 How will I know if NARA is 
going to release the records I re-
quested? 

Once NARA decides to release the re-
quested records, in whole or in part, we 
will inform you in writing. Our re-
sponse will tell you how much respon-
sive material we found, where you may 
review the records, and the copying or 
other charges due. If the records you 
sought were released only in part, we 
will estimate, if possible, the amount 
of the withheld information. Also, if we 
deny any part of your request, our re-
sponse will explain the reasons for the 
denial, which FOIA exemptions apply, 
and your right to appeal our decisions.

§ 1250.36 When will NARA deny a FOIA 
request? 

The FOIA contains nine exemptions 
under which information may be ex-
empted from release. Given the age and 
nature of archival records, many of 
these exemptions apply to only a few of 
the records in our custody. We will 
only withhold information where we 
must (such as information which re-
mains classified, or information which 
is specifically closed by statute) or we 
reasonably foresee that disclosure 
would cause a harm. In addition if only 
part of a record must be withheld, 
NARA will provide access to the rest of 
the information in the record. Cat-
egories of information that may be ex-
empt from disclosure under the FOIA 
are as follows:

SECTION OF 
THE FOIA: REASON FOR EXEMPTION:

5 U.S.C. 
552(b)(1) 

Specifically authorized under criteria established by an 
Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of 
national defense or foreign policy and are in fact 
properly classified under the Executive order. 

5 U.S.C. 
552(b)(2) 

Related solely to the internal personnel rules and prac-
tices of an agency. 
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